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1 WASHINGTON COUNTY, WISCONSIN
2

3 Date of enactment: __________
4 Date of publication: __________
5

6 2026 RESOLUTION ___
7

8 Resolution Authorizing the Creation of a Washington County Countywide
9 Emergency Medical Services (EMS) System

10

11 WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statutes §§ 59.03, 60.565, 61.34, and 62.11 authorize and in some 
12 cases require counties, towns, villages, and cities to provide emergency services necessary to 
13 protect the public health, safety, and welfare; and 
14

15 WHEREAS, the rising costs, staffing shortages, decreased volunteerism, and increasing 
16 service demands for emergency medical services (EMS) have created challenges for individual 
17 municipalities in maintaining reliable and sustainable local EMS systems; and
18

19 WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statute § 66.0301 authorizes municipalities and counties to enter 
20 into intergovernmental cooperation agreements for the joint exercise of powers and the joint 
21 performance of duties; and 
22

23 WHEREAS, the Washington County Board of Supervisors, together with the Cities, 
24 Villages, and Towns within Washington County, recognize the benefit of developing a unified, 
25 cooperative, and efficient Countywide EMS System to ensure consistent service levels 
26 countywide; and
27

28 WHEREAS a Countywide EMS system will improve response times, optimize resource 
29 allocation, enhance quality of care, and create long-term financial sustainability; and
30

31 WHEREAS, in accordance with its identified Strategic Priorities Washington County 
32 initiated efforts to facilitate the creation of a Countywide EMS System that retains autonomy and 
33 local control of the existing EMS providers while providing funding to ensure that quality EMS 
34 services will continue to be provided throughout the County for generations to come; and 
35

36 WHEREAS, sixteen (16) municipalities within the County passed resolutions supporting 
37 the continued discussions in the creation of a Countywide EMS and the Washington County Fire 
38 Chiefs Association, Professional Fire Fighters of Wisconsin, and the West Bend Professional Fire 
39 Fighters have also voiced support; and
40

41 WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statute §66.0602 authorizes the County to raise the tax levy to 
42 fund a Countywide EMS system.
43

44 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington County Board of 
45 Supervisors that this Board hereby authorizes the planning and creation of a Washington County 
46 Countywide EMS System in partnership with all municipalities within Washington County.
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1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board hereby designates the Washington 
2 County Executive or designee to represent Washington County in meetings, planning sessions, 
3 and negotiations related to the development of the countywide system.
4

5 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board authorizes the County Executive to 
6 develop an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement under Wis. Stat. § 66.0301 establishing the 
7 Countywide EMS System’s governance, funding, and operational framework, upon the review and 
8 approval of the County Attorney.
9

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Board further commits to working 
11 collaboratively with all municipalities within Washington County to develop fair and transparent 
12 cost-sharing formulas, service expectations, and governance structures that reflect local needs and 
13 retain autonomy and local control.
14

15 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with Wis. Stat. §66.0602(3)(e)6, the 
16 County authorizes an increase in the tax levy to fund the Countywide EMS program.
17

18 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk shall transmit a copy of this 
19 resolution to all municipalities in Washington County to demonstrate the collective intent to 
20 proceed toward countywide EMS system development.
21

22  VOTE REQUIREMENT FOR PASSAGE: Majority.
23

24 RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  Resolution authorizing the creation of a countywide EMS system. 
25

26 Approved as to form: Introduced by Members of the PUBLIC SAFETY

27 ______________________________ COMMITTEE, as filed with the County Clerk.

28 Bradley S. Stern, County Attorney

29 Dated_________________________ _____________________________________

30 Doug Neumann, Chairperson

31 Approved:

32 _____________________________ Considered____________________________

33 Josh Schoemann, County Executive Adopted______________________________

34 Dated________________________ Ayes _____ Noes _____ Absent ______

35 ☐  Veto Voice Vote____________________________

36 ☐  Partial Veto

37

38 (No fiscal impact at this time.  There will be an approval for the County to enter into a final 
39 agreement once developed.  Fiscal impact is estimated to occur in 2027.)


